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Kenneth Teegarden, associated with the University since 1956, was appointed Professor of
Optics in 1966. He succeeded Nicholas George as Director in 1981. His own field is mate-
rials science. He and his research students were certainly the first members of The Institute
of Optics to inhabit the Space Science Center, now the Wilmot Building.

Teegarden succeeded to an Institute of Optics bursting at the seams with students and
activity. By 1986 there were 13 full-time professors, 3 professors emeritus, 6 part-time
appointments, and 4 joint appointments from physics and the Laboratory for Laser
Energetics, coping with 340 undergraduates and 140 graduate students. In 1975 the
Institute awarded 6 B.S. degrees; this number grew to 67 by 1986. In the same year 37
M.S. degrees and 10 Ph.D.s were awarded. The demand for optical scientists and engineers
is still growing.

In recent years the field of optics has undergone rapid expansion in consequence of
advances in lasers and integrated circuits. It is expected that in the next decade further
achievements will be made in the application of fibers to communication, high-power lasers
to energy, and hybrid opto-electronics to industrial process control. Teegarden and
Nicholas George believe that The Institute of Optics provides a unique environment for
physicists and engineers to conduct research
into almost any phase of optics, especially
since Rochester has the Medical Center, the
Laboratory for Laser Energetics, and the
departments of physics and chemistry, all of
which are conducting interdisciplinary pro-
grams for research.

During the past decade emphasis has
been placed on strengthening the educational
programs for undergraduates. The Institute
has always tried to provide hands-on experi-
ence with modern equipment and techniques,
especially important for students entering
industry. Therefore teaching laboratories,
though difficult to provide for large numbers
of students, are nevertheless a continuing goal.
In 1984 the teaching laboratories were greatly
expanded and relocated on the fourth floor of
Dewey Hall. Funding for equipment is receiv-
ing great attention. An effort is also being
made to improve the laboratory facilities for
M.S. students. Kenneth J. Teegarden, Director.
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240 EXPANSION: THE 1980S

Teegarden is much concerned that The Institute of Optics back up recruiting young
faculty with adequate resources for their own work. He stated that, “Because of its current
eminence, the Institute is capable of acquiring the funding necessary to apply these
resources. The recent establishment of the New York State Center for Advanced Optical
Technology, with an annual budget of two million dollars, is an example of the way in
which these resources can be acquired.”

In 1986, Professor Teegarden returned to full-time teaching and research.
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